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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Girot 
et al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) in view of Radek (U.S. Patent 4251855). 

3. With regards to Claim 1 , Girot discloses a device for lighting and suspension 
having a top [Figure 1 : (34)] and bottom [Figure 1 : (35)] spaced-apart fastening devices 
secured to a wall; a panel section [Figure 1: (3)] having a wall end [Figure 1: (4)] and an 
end extending outwardly [Figure 1: (10)] from the wall end; and an attachment [Figure 1: 
(6)] securing the wall end to the bottom-fastening device. 

Girot does not teach a support secured to the top-fastening device and to the 
outwardly extending end of the panel section for securing the panel section to the top- 
fastening device. 

Radek teaches a light cornice wherein a support [Figure 6: (72)] is connected to 
an outwardly extending panel section [Figure 6: (70)] and to a top-fastening device 
[Figure 6: (17')]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the cover [Figure 1 : (24)] of Girot with the 
support of Radek to ensure a stable and robust hold for the panel section. 
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4. With regards to Claim 2, Girot discloses a hinge attachment wherein "the base 7 
is engaged within the open cavity delimited by the nose 6 and the proximal extremity 13 
by presenting the free end of the base in front of the opening and then swinging the 
support downwards in order to insert the base 7 in the reception nose 6 [Figure 1 ; 
Column 7, Lines 55-60]." 

5. With regards to Claim 3, Girot discloses a hinge attachment having an upwardly 
extending articulation member coupled to a bottom-fastening device [Figure 1: (7)], and 
a downwardly extending articulation member coupled to a panel section wall end and 
extending onto the upwardly extending articulation [Figure 1: (6)]. 

6. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Girot 
et al. (U.S. Patent 5331 526) as applied to Claim 3 above, and further in view of Radek 
(U.S. Patent 4251855). 

Girot discloses a hinge attachment as cited above in Paragraphs 3-5. 

Girot does not teach the hinge attachment having a pair of U-shaped channels 
formed on the bottom-fastening device and on the panel section wall end. and whereby 
the upwardly extending articulation member and downwardly extending articulation 
member are respectively parts of the U-shaped channels. Girot further does not teach 
an overhang positioned adjacent to the U-shaped channels. 

Radek teaches a hinge attachment [Figures 7&8: (17, 17')] wherein two adjoined 
members are of U-shaped channels [Figures 7&8: (15, 22)], and positioned adjacent to 
an overhang [Figures 7&8: (P extending behind 22); see also Figures 9&10: (26)]. 
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It would have been obvious to modify the hinge attachment of Girot to 
incorporate the U-shaped channels adjacent to an overhang, as taught by Radek, to 
provide a stable and robust hold for the panel section without the use of bolts or screws. 
It should further be noted that the overhang of Radek is functionally equivalent in 
providing a proper and secure attachment between the two channels. 
7. Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Girot et al. (U.S. Patent 5331 526) as applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Radek (U.S. Patent 4251 855). 

Girot discloses a device for lighting and suspension as described above in 
Paragraph 3. 

Girot does not teach the device having a support securing the outwardly 
extending end to the top-fastening device and made up of a pair of straps telescoped 
together to provide adjustability thereto; a device for securing the straps together; said 
top-fastening device includes an elongated channel whereby a first of said straps 
includes a pair of tangs that are adapted to extend into the elongated channel; a 
latching device coupled to the second of said straps and to the outwardly extending end 
of the panel section; and a U-shaped appendage with an elongated flexible lip secured 
to the outwardly extending end of the panel section whereby the second of said straps 
includes at least one projection with multiple protrusions disposed for snapping over the 
lip and into the U-shaped appendage. 

Radek teaches a panel section [Figure 3: (P)] that is connected to a support 
[Figure 3: (B)] having a pair of straps [Figure 3: (35, 35')] telescoped together to provide 
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adjustability thereto; a device for securing the straps together [Column 3, Lines 19-23]; 
a first of said straps [Figure 3: (35)] having a pair of tangs [Figure 3: (31 )] that are 
adapted to engage and extend into an elongated channel [Figure 3: (S); Column 3, 
Lines 1 1-56]; a latching device [Figure 3: (38)] coupled to a second of said straps 
[Figure 3: (35')] and to the panel section [Figure 3: (P)]; and a U-shaped appendage 
[Figure 3: (U)] secured to the panel section whereby a second of said straps includes at 
least one projection [Figure 3: (38)] with multiple protrusions disposed for snapping into 
the U-shaped appendage. 

With respect to the elongated flexible lip, the examiner considers the above 
reference functionally equivalent whereby the projection with multiple protrusions of the 
second strap must enter apertures of the U-shaped appendage and be pressed down 
upon to snap and lock the support in place [Figure 3]. Girot also teaches a similar 
snapping/locking means of an attachment whereby a projection [Figure 1 : (43)] with 
multiple protrusions [Figure 1: (45, 45')] are snapped over lips [Figure 1: (19, 19')] and 
received within two slots/appendages [Figure 1: (18, 18')]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the lighting device of Girot to incorporate 
the support of Radek in providing structural integrity between the panel section and top- 
fastening device, and whereby the support may be easily adjusted in further providing 
easy access to the light source. 

8. Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Girot et al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) as applied to Claim 9 above, and further in view of 
Radek (U.S. Patent 4251855). 
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With regard to Claims 11-12, Girot discloses a lighting device as cited above in 
Paragraph 7. Girot further teaches the lighting device including a hinge attachment 
[Figure 1 : (6, 7)] whereby the panel section will pivot about a point of axis [Figure 3: 
(30)] when the panel section is not attached to the top-fastening device. The hinge 
attachment has an upwardly extending articulation member coupled to the bottom- 
fastening device [Figure 1: (7)], and a downwardly extending articulation member 
coupled to the panel section wall end and extending into the upwardly extending 
articulation [Figure 1: (6)]. 

With regard to Claims 13-14, Girot does not teach the hinge attachment having a 
pair of U-shaped channels formed on the bottom-fastening device and on the panel 
section wall end, and whereby the upwardly extending articulation member and 
downwardly extending articulation member are respectively parts of the U-shaped 
channels. Girot further does not teach an overhang positioned adjacent to the U- 
shaped channels. 

Radek teaches a hinge attachment [Figures 7&8: (17, 17')] wherein two adjoined 
members are of U-shaped channels [Figures 7&8: (15, 22)], and positioned adjacent to 
an overhang [Figures 7&8: (P extending behind 22); see also Figures 9&10: (26)]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the hinge attachment of Girot to 
incorporate the U-shaped channels adjacent to an overhang, as taught by Radek, to 
provide a stable and robust hold for the panel section without the use of bolts or screws. 
It should further be noted that the overhang of Radek is functionally equivalent in 
providing a proper and secure attachment between the two channels. 
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9. Claim 1 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Girot et 
al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) in view of Radek (U.S. Patent 4251855) as applied to Claim 1 
above. Girot discloses said top- and bottom- fastening devices disposed for attachment 
on the wall mount [Figure 1 : (1 )] and for enabling relative positioning thereof with 
respect to one another for providing maximum stability to establish desired positioning 
there between and for accommodating any unevenness that may exist in the wall 
[Column 7, Line 50 - Column 8, Line 2; Claim 2]. 

10. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Girot et 
al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) in view of Radek (U.S. Patent 4251855) as applied to Claim 
15 above, and further in view of Jordan (U.S. Patent 5381320). 

Girot in view of Radek disclose a lighting device, as described above in 
Paragraphs 3 and 9, including a hinge attachment for enabling the panel section to be 
pivoted with respect to the bottom-fastening device when the panel section is 
unattached to the top-fastening device. 

Neither Girot nor Radek disclose a lighting device having a light fixture with at 
least one light bulb adapted to be secured to a wall, and positioned between the top- 
and bottom- fastening devices. 

Jordan discloses a light fixture [Figures 1&2: (1 1 )] having two light bulbs [Figures 
1&2: (L)], and whereby the light fixture is positioned onto a wall mount [Figures 1&2: 
(13)] in the center of a light diffuser [Figures 1&2: (71)]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the lighting device of Girot with the support 
of Radek in order to incorporate the wall-mounted light fixture of Jordan. The fixture of 
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Jordan redistributes the weight of the light fixture onto a wall rather than on the panel 
section. By positioning the light source between the top- and bottom- attachments will 
also allow the light to be directly/indirectly illuminated via shield/cover/diffuser/panel 
section, in addition to the light fixture being accessible for service and replacement of a 
light bulb when the panel section/diffuser is pivoted with respect to the hinge attachment 
[see Jordan's Abstract; Figure 2]. 

1 1 . Claim 1 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Girot et 
al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) in view of Radek (U.S. Patent 4251855), and in further view of 
Jordan (U.S. Patent 5381320). 

Girot discloses a panel section [Figure 1 : (3)] having a wall end [Figure 1 : (4)] 
and an end extending outwardly from said wall end [Figure 1: (10)]; top [Figure 1: (34) 
and bottom [Figure 1: (35)] spaced-apart fastening devices adapted to be secured to a 
wall [Figure 1: (1)]; a downwardly extending U-shaped channel secured to said wall end 
of the panel section [Figure 1 : (7)]; and a light shield positioned between the top- and 
bottom- fastening devices and adjacent to the spaced-apart fastening devices [Figure 1 : 
(3)]. 

Girot does not specifically teach the bottom-fastening device having U-shaped 
attachments; a support used to secure the top-fastening device to the outwardly- 
extending end of the panel section; and a light fixture having at least one light bulb 
adapted to be secured to a wall and positioned between the top- and bottom- fastening 
devices. 
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Radek teaches a light cornice wherein a support [Figure 6: (72)] is connected to 
an outwardly extending panel section [Figure 6: (70)] and to a top-fastening device 
[Figure 6: (17')]; another support [Figure 3: (B)] comprising of a pair of straps [Figure 3: 
35, 35'] telescoped together to provide adjustability thereto and a device for securing 
the straps together [Column 3, Lines 1 9-23]; a pair of tangs [Figure 3: (31 )] on a first of 
said straps [Figure 3: (35)] adapted to engage and extend into an elongated channel 
[Figure 3: (S); Column 3, Lines 1 1-56]; a latching device [Figure 3: (38)] coupled to a 
second of said straps [Figure 3: (35')] and to said panel section [Figure 3: (P)]; a U- 
shaped appendage [Figure 3: (U)] secured to the panel section, and whereby the 
second strap includes a projection [Figure 3: (38)] with multiple protmsions disposed for 
snapping into the U-shaped appendage; a hinge attachment [Figures 7&8: (17, 17')] 
wherein two adjoined members are of U-shaped channels [Figures 7&8: (15,22)]; and 
an overhang positioned adjacent to the U-shaped channels [Figures 7&8: (P extending 
behind 22)] and providing for further attachment strength. 

Jordan discloses a light fixture [Figures 1&2: (1 1 )] comprising of two light bulbs 
[Figures 1&2: (L)], and whereby it is positioned onto a wall mount [Figures 1&2: (13)] in 
the center of a light diffuser [Figures 1&2: (71 )]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the lighting device of Girot with a bottom- 
fastening device comprising U-shaped attachments and a support used to secure the 
top-fastening device to the outwardly extending end of the panel section, as taught by 
Radek. It would have been further advantageous to then modify the lighting device of 
Girot to incorporate a light fixture having at least one light bulb adapted to be secured to 
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a wall and positioned between the top- and bottom- fastening devices as taught by 
Jordan. Please note that the examiner is aware of the minor details left out, and 
considers the above modifications as obvious structural design improvements, which 
were previously discussed and rejected under Paragraphs 3-10. All of the above 
modifications provide obvious functional equivalents and also provides the lighting 
device with an easy installation over highly contrasting/uneven/rough wall surfaces, 
easy access to the light source for service/repairs, and an adjustable but firmly 
established panel section that affects illumination according to a user's preference. 
12. Claims 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Girot et al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) in view of Jordan (U.S. Patent 5381320). 

With regards to Claim 18, Girot discloses a lighting device whereby a top- [Figure 
1 : (34)] and bottom- [Figure 1 : (35)] fastening device are secured to a wall [Figure 1 : (1 , 
2)]. 

Girot does not teach a light fixture positioned between the top- and bottom- 
fastening devices and secured to a wall. 

Jordan discloses a light fixture [Figures 1&2: (1 1 )] having two light bulb [Figures 
1&2: (L)], and whereby the light fixture is positioned onto a wall mount [Figures 1&2: 
(13)] in the center of a light diffuser [Figures 1&2: (71)]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the lighting device of Girot to incorporate 
the wall-mounted light fixture of Jordan in order to redistribute the weight of the light 
fixture onto a wall rather than on the panel section. By positioning the light source 
between the top- and bottom- attachments will also allow for the light to be 
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directly/indirectly illuminated via shield/cover/diffuser/panel section, in addition to the 
light fixture being accessible for service and replacement of a light bulb when the panel 
section/diffuser is pivoted with respect to a hinge attachment [see Jordan's Abstract; 
Figure 2], 

1 3. With regards to Claim 1 9, Girot discloses the hinge attachment having an 
upwardly extending articulation member coupled to the bottom-fastening device [Figure 
1 : (7)], and a downwardly extending articulation member coupled to the panel section 
wall end and extending into the upwardly extending articulation [Figure 1: (6)]. Girot 
further teaches a hinge attachment [Figure 1 : (6, 7)] whereby the panel section will pivot 
about a point of axis [Figure 3: (30)] when the panel section is not attached to the top- 
fastening device. This enables the panel section to be pivoted about an end, and 
thereby allowing easy accessibility to the light fixture. 

14. Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Girot et al. (U.S. Patent 5331526) in view of Jordan (U.S. Patent 5381320) as applied to 
Claim 19 above, and further in view of Radek (U.S. Patent 4251855). 

Girot in view of Jordan, as described in Paragraphs 12-13 above, teach a method 
for enabling a lighting device to be secured to a wall, and for providing easy access to a 
light fixture shrouded by a light cove/panel section. 

Neither Girot nor Jordan teach a method providing for an interleaved and 
adjustable construction between the panel section to the top fastening device. 

Radek teaches both a support [Figure 6: (72)] connected to an outwardly 
extending panel section [Figure 6: (70)] to a top-fastening device [Figure 6: (17')]. 
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Radek further teaches a support [Figure 3: (B)] including a pair of straps [Figure 3: 35, 
35'] telescoped together to provide adjustability thereto and a device for securing the 
straps together [Column 3, Lines 19-23]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the lighting device of Girot with the light 
fixture of Jordan to also incorporate the support of Radek to ensure a stable and robust 
hold for the panel section and further providing easy access to the light source. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art relevant to the 
current application: 

U.S. Patent 4533981 to Radek; 

U.S. Patent 2986627 to Marriott; 

U.S. Patent 2569518 to Simon Deutsch et al.; 

U.S. Patent 4725931 to Bourdon; 

U.S. Patent 4406435 to Anderson; 

U.S. Patent 5931426 to Heckner; 

U.S. Patent 5720540 to Crown et al.; 

U.S. Patent D489472 to Newhouse et al; 

U.S. Patent 41 86538 to Marcum, Jr. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason IVI Han whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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